BOOKS ABOUT WARS
(Ages 12-18)

The Astonishing Life of
Octavian Nothing

March Toward The
Thunder

A boy never questions his
charmed life in revolutionary
Boston until he opens a
forbidden door and discovers
hideous experiments – and
his own chilling role in
them.

Louis Nolette is a fifteen-yearold Abenaki Indian from
Canada who is recruited to
fight in the northern Irish
Brigade in the war between
the states, only to find war is
never what you expect.

By M. T. Anderson

By Joseph Bruchac

My Last Skirt

Water Song

Dressed as a boy, Jennie
Hodgers managed to serve
for three years as a soldier
in the civil war without
being discovered. This is her
true and unbelievable story.

Emma Pennington and her
mother travel from their home
in Britain to the family estate
in Belgium, never imagining
that the war can reach them
there. But it does.

By Lynda Durrant

By Suzanne Weyn

Tamar

The Foreshadowing

When Tamar’s grandfather
dies, she inherits a box full
of clues that convey the
story of another Tamar – one
who lived through the horror
of World War II.

At the outbreak of World War
I, Shasha realizes she can see
when someone’s going to die.
But when her visions show
her brother Thomas, she’ll
risk everything to save him.

By Mal Peet

By Marcus Sedgwick

The River Between Us

Hattie Big Sky

It is 1861. Fifteen-year-old
Tilly Pruitt frets for her
brother who dreams of being
a soldier and her sister who
is prone to visions. Until two
women get off a steamboat
and change her life forever.

Hattie decides to prove up on
her late uncle’s homestead
claim and is aided by her
friendly German neighbours.
But the pressure to be a “loyal”
American during WWII exists
even in the West.

By Richard Peck

How I Live Now
By Meg Rosoff

After her aunt goes away on
business, fifteen-year-old
Daisy and her cousins are
forced to survive on their
own as England is bombed
by an unnamed enemy.

By Kirby Larson

Tomorrow, When the
War Began
By John Marsden

Ellie and her friends return
from a camping trip to
discover that their country
has been invaded and their
families and friends captured.

